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GARDEN DIARY

THIS DIARY IS TO RECORD YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE SESSIONS ON A DAILY BASIS

We encourage all children, students and teachers to keep a garden diary as it enables reflection and time to write about your personal experience.

Things to consider:

· Don’t ask a child to do something you have not tried yourself

· When you are carrying out a practical job in the course think about how this can become a teaching tool for yourself in terms of the curriculum and how you could be transferring this skill to a child/group of children

· You can use spoken word, writing, poetry etc., to describe how you feel or what you have learned

· You can integrate art/drawings, pressed flowers, leaves, nature collages or sketches for example 

· You can use the diary to record the daily temperature, weather, seasonal activities, any growth you have noticed, birds singing and other observations

· Always wear appropriate clothes and footwear in the garden

· Enjoy the experience and do not be afraid to make mistakes or to learn along with the children!

The diary is linked with the Tralee Education Centre's (TEC) evaluation sheets (seperate handout) – it is a personal record and isn’t collected at the end of the course.  However, feedback from you through your daily TEC evaluations will enable us as trainers to ensure that we are meeting our teaching objectives and your expectations.

Day 1:
Introduction – The Organic School Garden

Objective: Introduction

· Registration

· Introduction to the course – what is an organic school garden?

· Tour of the farm – understanding habitats and biodiversity

· Lunch

· Practical gardening skills e.g. Planting a native hedgerow

· Evaluation and garden diary
Were these objectives fulfilled?

3 aspects of the day you found useful?

How can you see todays work being part of your curricular plan?

Any suggestions or changes you would make or recommend?

Weather/nature observations:

Day 2:
Using the School Garden, Numeracy and Literacy
Objective: Using the School Garden, Numeracy and Literacy

· Tea, welcome, feedback and outline of day

· Introduction to DPSM

· Numeracy and literacy in the garden workshop

· Lunch

· Practical gardening skills e.g. Seed saving

· Evaluation and garden diary
Were these objectives fulfilled?

3 aspects of the day you found useful?

How can you see todays work being part of your curricular plan?

Any suggestions or changes you would make or recommend?

Weather/nature observations:

Day 3:
Audit and Planning
Objective: Audit and Planning

· Tea, welcome, feedback and outline of day

· Site assessment and audit of school grounds

· Visit to variety of local school gardens

· Lunch

· Practical gardening skills e.g. Making a raised bed

· Evaluation and garden diary
Were these objectives fulfilled?

3 aspects of the day you found useful?

How can you see todays work being part of your curricular plan?

Any suggestions or changes you would make or recommend?

Weather/nature observations:

Day 4:
Designing the School Grounds

Objective: Designing the School Grounds

· Tea, welcome, feedback and outline of day

· Creating individual school plans

· Health and safety, outdoor class management and tool use and care

· Lunch

· Practical gardening skills e.g. Growing vegetables from seed

· Evaluation and garden diary
Were these objectives fulfilled?

3 aspects of the day you found useful?

How can you see todays work being part of your curricular plan?

Any suggestions or changes you would make or recommend?

Weather/nature observations:

Day 5:
Growing the Curriculum 

Objective: Growing the Curriculum

· Tea, welcome, feedback and outline of day

· Cross curricula links

· Class by class plans

· Practical ideas – science in the garden

· Lunch

· Practical skills e.g. propagation and cuttings

· Evaluation and garden diary
Were these objectives fulfilled?

3 aspects of the day you found useful?

How can you see todays work being part of your curricular plan?

Any suggestions or changes you would make or recommend?

Weather/nature observations:

The actions I will work on following this course in school grounds in the following 12 months:
1. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

